After living a nightmare week where | almost lost my
dream trip due to a very unscrup
am now back to planning and anticipating my adventure!!

| am amazed that it is only 2 mor
|l iving this dream for 16 mont hs
here!

Thank you Holland America Cruise Lines (from here on
referred to as HAL) for saving my trip!!
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now for SURE!

Kudos to Tracy at HAL for getting
money back and saving my DREA

S | ' (Q | | ® | have been spending a lot of time on the boards at Cruise Critic. At this site one can
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H “ learn everything there is to know about cruising. Here you can also ask questions and
Cruise Reviews&News | nt eract with people who will be on a cruise with

| have been chatting back and forth for several months now with people who will board
the Amsterdam with me in September. There are over 40 of us now and several of us have been arranging
shore excursions in our ports of call. We will be able to have personalized tours in much smaller groups
and at greatly reduced prices from those offered by the cruise line.

This opportunity to meet people online prior to the trip had greatly decreased my anxiety about
embarking on this adventure alone. | am very excited to finally meet these new friends and put faces to
names as we set sail in September!



Passing the Time

Three people who will be on the cruise with me are currently cruising on the
Voyage of the Vikings aboard the HAL Maasdam. | follow their blogs each day
with my morning coffee. Two of these travelers are Orlin & Barbara who, along
with their son Steve, have helped me set up this travel journal.
The other is Jeff who cruises a lot and always has a wonderful
blog of his journeys. These are the blog addresses if you are in-
terested:

http://2009voyageofthevikings.thestansfields.com

http://amazingvoyages.blogspot.com

_’ ' I Western Washington temperatures have surpassed ALL TIME
s ejr[ej records this past week with one day reaching 104. | set a re-
J J'J cord myselfé...I| floated in the

row! ! Ahhhhé. . .| t hi nk | ear ne
ing this week!




More Sur 1 Activities

A trip up the South Shore of
Hood Canal to Sequim with my
friend Jeanne in her fun little
Miata!!

Taking some chances at the 7 Cedars
Casino in Sequim

Dancing and playing the day
away at our annual CLOG-
GING picnic at Twanoh Falls
on Hood Canal.



