
We arrived in Los Angeles about 7:00 this morning.  We had been 

told to be in the Queenôs Lounge at that time because everyone on 

the ship needed to clear customs whether they were going ashore 

or not.  The customs agents didnôt even show up until 7:30 and 

there was a HUGE line which was not moving.  I went up to the 

Lido for some breakfast and returned later.  The line was still long 

but at least it was moving fairly quickly.  

I woke up at 6:20 (after getting at least 

SOME sleep last night!)  I got dressed and 

walked on the Promenade in time to see the 

sun coming up.  Those of you who know me 

best also know I have not seen that many 

sunrises!  PLEASE donôt let me be turning 

into a ómorning personô! 

Sunrise while entering Long Beach Harbor 

The Amsterdam docked in Long Beach Harbor 

at the cruise terminal by the Queen Mary.   



I had made arrangements for my friend Marlene (Mema) who lives in Orange, 

California to come on board for the day.  She had never been on a cruise ship be-

fore so it was going to be fun for me to 

show her around.  My first order of busi-

ness, however, was to ride the free shut-

tle bus to Walmart.  I am on a World 

Voyage and my first shopping excursion 

was to a Los Angeles Walmarté.what is 

wrong with this picture?  Oh wellé..there 

were a few items I had realized by today I 

had forgotten and I figured this was my 

best opportunity to pick them up.  Mema 

rode the bus with me and soon my er-

rands were complete.                                                                                                                            

I enjoyed touring Mema around the 

shipé..we enjoyed a nice Champagne 

Embarkation Lunch by the Lido pool 

while listening to the Amsterdam musicians.                                                                        

Thanks Mema for bringing me some ñpirateò things which will show up later in 

the blog on a special theme night! 

The official sail away party was held by the sea view 

pool this afternoon.  The band played, the waiters 

handed out fancy treats, drinks were served and the 

horn blew as we left the California shore for exotic 

ports to come.  The sign said ñwelcome homeò as this 

will be our home for the next 63 days! 


