
Wednesday, October 7, 2009 

Amsterdam at anchoré.tender port 

At 8:00 this morning the Amsterdam dropped anchor at Taiohae on Nuku Hiva in the 

Marquesas Islands.  With the cooperation of the Amsterdam staff my tour group 

(composed of 26 CC Roll Call members) caught the first tender off the ship.  This 

island holds unmistakable beauty and we were welcomed by friendly locals.  The 

weather was cloudy and misty at first but improved throughout the day so that 

we were able to have great views of the mountains.  

The vegetation was lush and vibrant as we 

drove in vehicles over the mountains stopping 

at viewpoints along the way.  Nuku Hiva is the 

largest of the Marquesas Islands and the 2nd 

largest in French Polynesia.  We drove over 

some paved and some dirt roads, up steep 

mountainsides with hair pin turns and sheer 

cliff faces, across river valleys and ended up 

on some beautiful beaches.  We visited ancient 

ceremonial sites dotted with Tikis, saw the 

remnants of former villages and had lunch in a 

small village at Yvonne's. Yvonne is  the local 

mayor designate and the lunch was sumptu-

ous! 


