
Friday October 9 

Amsterdam docked  

Papeete (translated means óWater in a basketô) is  the capitol  of French Polynesia located on the island of 

Tahiti.  It is the primary center of Tahitian and French Polynesian government, commerce, industry and 

finance.  This city was first settled by a British missionary in 1818.  Many changes came over the years   

until France took control in 1842.  Herman Melville and Paul Gauguin were notable figures here.  Papeete 

today is a bustling city. 

We docked in Papeete this morning at 10:00 after passing though the Tuamotu archipelago which con-

sists of 80 atolls.  Port de Papeete is a natural harbor.  It has facilities for all sorts of ocean going vessels.  

It is a major port of call for cruise liners and a haven for sea-going yachts. 

In the morning I walked off the ship and around the bustling town of Papeete for awhile.  In 

the afternoon I took a circle Island tour with other roll call members.  It was supposed to be a 

3 hour tour but it stretched to 4 1/2 hours.  We drove all around the larger part of the island 

called Tahiti Nui.  The tour was very good and the driver/narrator was excellent and funny.  

She was born and raised on Tahiti.  The following pages hold some of the scenery that was a 

treat to my eyesé..as well as some of the people and entertainment that went on into the    

evening. 



Karen & Barbara  

Morning coffee with the sail in  

Festivities greeting us on the dock 

Papeete 

A tug guiding us in 


