Tuesday, October 12, 2009

Raiatea is the second largest of the Society Islands in French
Pol ynesi a. The i slandbés name
along with the island of Tahaa by a coral reef. These 2 islands are
thought to have been a single island at one time. Raiatea has a
population of 12, 024. Raiatea is considered to be the center of
Polynesia and it is likely that the organized migrations to Hawaii
and New Zealand started here. The beautiful reefs and azure wa-
ters attract tourists, especially divers and snorkelers, and some of
the most beautiful beaches in the world are found here.

These 2 islands are less visited than Bora Bora and Tahiti and of-
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time. Tahaa is the smaller of the 2 islands and is known as the

Avanilla islando. Bl ack pear|l

lagoons and isolation make you feel as though you are in another
world.
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We docked in Uturoa at 7:00
this morning and were off the
boat to meet with our tour op-
erator, Bruno, by 8:00. Bruno
is a transplanted Frenchman
who has lived here since 1991
and runs LeOdExdqursion Bl eu. 12
of us hopped into his outrigger
and headed out for a whole day
of touring a black pearl farm, a
vanilla farm, drift snorkeling in
a coral garden and lunching on
a motué.all of Jthis around the
island of Tahaa.




