
Saturday, October 31 

The approach into Sydney was well worth the early morning wakeup 

call!!  I arrived on the deck at 6:00 to find out our pilot had been de-

layedé...but the Opera Rolls and coffee as well as the company of 

other passengers and a glorious sunrise made the early arrival worth-

while.  The pilot came onboard about 6:15 and we headed past the 

North Head at the entrance to Port Jackson in which Sydney Harbor is 

located.  We changed course from a southerly direction to the west, 

and headed straight towards the Sydney Harbor Bridge and the world 

famous Opera House.  We berthed  at the Overseas Passenger Termi-

nal in the Rocks area about 7:30 am.  The sail in was majestic and ex-

citing as the great landmarks came into view. 

Sydney is the most populous city in Australia with a metropolitan area of over 4.2 million people.  It is the 

state capitol of  New South Wales and is located on Australiaôs southeast coast.  Sydney was established in 

1788 at Sydney Cove by Authur Philip who led the first fleet from Britain.  Sydney lies between the Pacific 

Ocean and the Blue Mountains and is on a submerged coastline where the ocean level has risen to flood deep 

river valleys carved in the sandstone.  Port Jackson is the largest natural harbor in the world.  The region has 

been populated by indigenous Australians for at least 30,000 years.  Several gold rushes beginning in 1851 

brought waves of people arriving from around the world and the rapid suburban development began. 


