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Melbourne was formally established in 1835 when John Batman 

arrived with a group of Tasmanian entrepreneurs.  He struck a bar-

gain with local tribal leaders and was granted rights to develop 

more than 500,000 acres in exchange for a meager collection of 

blankets, mirrors and other Western goods.  The bargain included a 

provision for ñannual supplementsò but that part of the agreement 

was later somehow forgotten.                                                              

Melbourne is located in the state of Victoria.  The city was laid out 

with an Asian eye to harmony and included many parks and trees.  

By 1840 there were 10,000 resi-

dents.  Melbourne is one of Aus-

traliaôs most diverse cities with 1/4 

of the population foreign born.  

Melbourne is the 2nd largest city 

in Australia and the capital of the 

state of Victoria.  This city is grow-

ing at an extraordinary rate.   

Melbourne was the official 

Australian capitol from 1901 

until 1927. 

The mid 19th century Victo-

ria gold rush provided the 

wealth that built the area 

and many very distinctive  

structures and established an extensive network of wealth 

and beautiful public green spaces. 

Melbourne  

We approached Melbourne from 

the south boarding the pilot at 

3:30 am.  We passed through 

Port Philip Heads and the South 

Channel and headed north into 

Port Melbourne Channel.  We en-

tered Hobsonôs Bay where we 

docked at 7:00 am.  


