
Monday, November 9, 2009 

Today was a full day of scenic cruising so, although we were at sea all day, I was busy making sure 

I saw all the beauty.  We arrived in Milford Sound, New Zealand at 7:00 am.  I knew the sail in 

was spectacular so I was up at 6:30 and out on the  front of the ship on deck 4 by 7:00.  They had 

set up a station for coffee, juice and ñNew Zealand Rollsò on the deck so I was all set for viewing!  

I was not disappointedé..this was a GORGEOUS sight.  This area has rainfall on an average of 

200 days a year with an annual rainfall of 6813 mm (I donôt know how many inches that is...but it 

is a LOT!)  We were unbelievably lucky with clear blue skiesé..it was cold and windyé..but we 

could SEE!!  All day long we were in and 

out of 4 different sounds and each held its 

own unique 

story and 

beauty.  The 

sounds we vis-

ited were Mil-

ford Sound, 

Thompson 

Sound, Doubt-

ful Sound and 

Dusky sound.  

Milford 

Sound 

is lo-

cated in 

the 

south-

west of 

New 

Zealandôs South Island within Fiordland National Park which is part of the 

Te Wahipounamu World Heritage site.  The flora and fauna of the area is 

some of the most spectacular in the world as the sound runs 9.3 miles 

inland from the Tasman Sea and is surrounded by sheer rock faces that 

rise almost 4000 feet on either side with lush rain forests clinging to the 

cliffs.  This is one of New Zealandôs most visited tourist spots and the most 

famous New Zealand destination even with its remote location and very 

long journey from the nearest population centers.  

Outside the sound in the Tas-

man Sea in the early morningé. 


