Maori oral history relates that humans occupied the November 11, 2009
Chirstchurch area around 1000 ACE. Areheological
evidcence indicates that the area was first settled by
moa-hunting tribes about 1250. Europeans estab-
|l i shed here in early 184Q. The AFirst
rived in 1850 bringing the first 792 of the Canter-

bury Pilgrims to Lyttleton Harbour (where we

docked) New Zealandbés fijrst rail way I
Christchurch in 1863. This was difficult traveling

and a tunnel was bored through the Port Hills in

1867¢é.dug by pickax. Chfgistchurch bed
by Royal Charter in 1867 and many of its gothic
buildings date from this time.

We arrived in Christchurch about 8:00 though we
were scheduled to arrive at 7:00. A small group of
10 got off at 8:30 to meet up with a tour. After some
consternation and waiting the guide arrived at
9: 00é.no fault of hisé.t
the tunnel. Since this was a tour that | had ar-
ranged...| was quite relieved to see the guide arrive!
Our first time was spent with a quick overview of the
city. The day was cloudy
were somewhat less spectacular than in previous
ports. We next drove over the mountains to view the
PLAINS...the flattest area in all

of New Zealand...the view
should stretch all the way to the

mountains (which we saw from
Milford Sound) but the weather
did not cooperate! (this is the

gl first time on this trip that the
weather was less than ideal.)

Our tour was with the com-
pany Indigenous Trails and was
very good.




