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Wellington  In 1865 Wellington became the capitol of New Zealand, replacing 

Auckland.  Wellington is the southernmost national capitol city in the 

world, with latitude of 41 degrees south.  It is more densely populated 

than most other settlements in New Zealand due to the small amount 

of building space available between the harbor and the surrounding 

hills.  Because of its location in latitude and its exposure to omnipres-

ent winds coming through Cook Strait the city is known to Kiwis as 

ñWindy Wellingtonò.  Also known as Port Nicholson, Wellington lies at 

the south end of the North Island on the east side of Cook Strait which 

is the passage between North and South Islands.   

The Amsterdam was due to arrive at the pilot station at 7:00 am and 

sail into the harbor of Wellington and docked at 8:00 am.  This is the 

only port on the entire 67 day trip that I had not booked a pre -planned 

shore excursion.  I agreed to meet friends in the atrium at 9:00 and we 

would get off and ñwing itò for the day. 

We took the free shuttle into town and made our way to the well known 

Wellington Cable Car where we rode to the top of the botanical gardens.  

We bought a round trip ticket for $5:00é.not suspecting that we would 

never  make our way back here to use the ticket.  Soé.$2:00 donated to 

the ñSave the Cable Car Fundò...if there is such a thing! 

View of Wellington from the top of the cable car  


