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Friday, November 13, 2009
We reached the pilot station of Napier at 6:00 am and were docked by 7:00. The
deep water port of Napier is situated on the west
large indentation in the east coast of the North Island between the south extremity
of Mahia Peninsula and Cape Kidnappers. This east cape region may not be as
prominent on international tourism maps as other parts of New Zealand but it is
not less spectacular. It has some of the most breathtaking beaches and coastline
and did not fail to pleasantly surprise me.

Captain Cook discovered Hawkebés Bay in 1769 whil
shore. More than 50 years passed before other Europeans followed, but by the
18306s whalers had established an outpost on the
up and the city was built in the mid -19th century and named for British General
Charles Napier. On February 3, 1931 Napier was struck by a disastrous earthquake.
Measuring 7.9 the morning quake leveled the town. What was spared was lost to
fire and the more than 500 aftershocks that came in the next 2 weeks. More than
250 people were killed, many struck by falling building ornaments and gargoyles.
Clean and simple Art Deco design was selected for the rebuilt city. Napier is noted
for its classic Art Deco architecture.

| was the 2nd person off the ship this morning shortly

after 7. 1 was to meet some Red Hat Sisters at the town

visitors center at 7:30 and since the free shuttle busses
dwere not to be seen yet...I jumped in a taxi. | was soon
"bgreet ed by | adies from t he
= were off for a lovely day in Napier. Our first trip was to
“/drive through the country:
***a lovely day and the views from the top were spectacu-

lar.

|

Some of the ladies of theTaradale Tartes é . ma n
more were to join us later in the day.

View back toward town
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