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Tauranga is located on the western part of the Bay of Plenty.  Cap-

tain Cook sailed into the Bay of Plenty on the Endeavor in 1769, 

naming it because of the number of thriving settlements of friendly 

Maori he encountered there as well as the amount of supplies they 

gave him.  

Tauranga is 

the principal 

city of the Bay 

of Plenty 

which enjoys 

one of the 

highest 

propor-

tions of 

sunny 

days in 

new 

Zea-

land.  It 

is one 

of the largest ports in NZ and exports produce from the rich 

surrounding region as well as logs and wood products.  Tau-

ranga is a Maori name meaning the ñresting place for ca-

noesò as this was where some of the first Maori arriving in 

NZ landed.   

We were due to arrive in Tauranga 

Harbor at 8:00 but we were docked 

shortly after 7.    A group of fellow pas-

sengers got off the ship at 8:00 and 

were met by Des of Indigenous Trails 

about 8:30.  This was 1/2 later than we 

were scheduled to meet so we were 

having a bit of a late start.  Our tour 

was still of the right length as we made 

up for it on the other end of the day. 


