i Islands, New Zealand

The Bay of Islands, on the North Island of New Zealand, is close to the northern tip of Monday, November 16,
the country and one of the most popular sport fishing, sailing, sky-diving and tourist 2009

destinations in the country. The bay is a natural harbor, with several arms extending

inland. Captain Cook, who named the region in 1769, was the first European to visit

the area and it was the first area in NZ settled by Europeans,
whalers and missionaries.

This was also the first area of New Zealand to be settled by the

Maori é...whose history, of cqurse, LONG predated]|t
ans. The Maori have a much different story to tell of Captain
Cookébés first visit than the gqne we usually read 4b

books. Many Maori were slaughtered by Cook as he ap-
proached the terraced hilltop settlements. | am not sure if the
6real 6 story is available by |Jsearching online. .. HQu
esting to explore the different versions of history when | get
home. The Maori are now fighting for their land and rights in
some very complicated negotiations.

Once again our tour for the day was organ-
ized by Des of Indigenous Trails. Our group
of 14 caught the first tender off the ship at
8:00 am and boarded our bus for the day.




