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Tonga is easily distinguishable by its beautiful beaches, clear 

azure water, bountiful coral reefs and luscious land-

scapeé.much like the other Polynesian Islands but much flat-

ter. 

The Kingdom of Tonga has never been ruled by Western pow-

ers and traditional Polynesian culture continues to be the way 

of life.  Although Tonga is the poorest of the Polynesian is-

lands, its rich culture, history and beauty make up for its eco-

nomic shortcomings.  Tongatapu, the largest of the 170 islands 

that make up Tonga (only 36 are inhabited) holds the capitol 

city of Nukuôalofa.  The amount of dry land in all of the islands 

combined is less than the size of new York City.   

It is said that Tonga received its name because it lies south of 

Samoa (the 1st permanently settled Polynesian island) and it 

means ñsouthò in a variety of Polynesian languages.  In Ton-

gan, however, ñtongaò means ñgardenò and ñtangatapuò means 

ñsacred garden.ò    
NukuòAlofa, the capitol of Tonga 

and residence of the monarch 

lies along the north coast of Ton-

gatapu.  The islands of Tonga 

were discovered by Tasman in 

1643.  In 1900 Tonga became a 

British protectorate and in 1970 

became independent.   

We arrived at the dock at 8:00 

am and met our tour 

guide...tomasi of Teta Tours 

shortly thereafter.  23 of us took 

off for a very wonderful day tour-

ing around Tongatapu guided by 

the very personable Ofa. Ofa  

Everyone received a 

flower leié.they 

smelled wonderful 

all dayé. 


