
Thursday, November 26, 2009 Today we were in Kona on the big island of 

Hawaii.  In the Hawaiian language ñkonaò 

means leeward or dry side of the island.  In 

the times of ancient Hawaii, Kona was the 

name of the leeward district on each major 

island.   

 

Kona is the center of commerce and tourism 

on West Hawaii.  Kona was established by 

King Kamehameha I, originally the chief of 

Kona, to be his seat of government and the 

capitol of the newly unified Kingdom of Ha-

waii.  (The capitol was later moved to Lahi-

ana and then to Honolulu).  Kona then func-

tioned as a retreat for the Hawaiian royal fam-

ily.   

 

Kona is famous in the sports world for the 

Hawaii Ironman Triathlon which is to be held 

tomorrow.  It is also famous for its coffee. 

 

Kona 

Today is 

Thanksgiving 

Day AND my birthdayé...lots to celebrate.  We an-

chored off the coast of Kailua-Kona and I was on one of 

the first tenders at 8:00 am.  My friends from home, Mary 

Jane & George Correa, are vacationing here and they met 

me for the day.  Our first stop was at a great beach side 

coffee spot for some Kona coffee. 

On the tender to shore 


