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The coastal town of Hilo is the largest settlement on the island of Hawaii and overlooks Hilo Bay. The active
vol cano, Mauna Loa, and the dormant volcano, Maunja
the island makes it the wettest city in the United States and one of the wettest in the world with an average
yearly rainfall of 127.77 inches. (some areas have been known to receive over 200 inches!) Remains of the
cityds ancient past are scarce and except for the
18006s when missionaries came. Hi |l 06s

expansion was a direct result of sugar ‘
plantations. Because of its location Hilo

ol i
-

is vulnerable to tsunamis. In 1946 a tsu-
nami hit killing 160 people and the Pa-
cific Tsunami Warging Center was es-
tablished as a result. In May of 1960 an-
other big tsunami hit and Hilo was I

nearly wiped out. | visited Hilo with my it oW
mother and father in June of 1960 and | "
have vivid memories of the damage |
sawé. .|l remember pc¢
ally tied in knots!!

We were safely docked in Hilo Har-
bor at 8:00 this morning. | was
picked up by Sharon & Mel Lehman
who were my table mates on my Pa-
nama Canal cruise in May of 2007.
They are long time Hilo residents
and were my hosts for the day. We
had glimpses of sunshine (especially
around the point where Sharon &
Mel live) but the skies were mostly
cloudy and we were treated to the
typical warm rains!




