
I arrived home safe and sound and have been here for a week 

now.  It is very hard to be tossed back into reality so abruptly.  I 

miss everything about my cruiseéé.my new friends, the fabulous 

crew, the exotic lands, the sea, the ship, the food, the pampering 

and even the white noise in my cabin and the vibration and gentle 

rocking of my bed.  This was a trip that met every expectation I 

had and more.  It will be very difficult for any future trips to meet 

the standard set on this one. 

Arrival in LA and flight home:  We arrived  in Long Beach right on 

schedule.  I got up at 6:00 so that I could have coffee and breakfast and as 

much time as possible to visit with my friends in the Lido before my 9:00 de-

barkation time.  After eating everyone parted for a bit to gather their things 

and we met again by the Lido pool.  The time passed all too quickly as we lis-

tened to announcements telling groups when it was time to leave.  There was 

some delay as the ship had difficulty getting all the luggage off and located 

before passengerséé.but I didnôt mind the delay and I had longer to visit 

and a LONG time ahead waiting at LAX.  My group was announced about 

9:30 and we were off.  The bags were easily located (except for one of mine 

which required a little waiting), a porter obtained and I was off with Bonnie and Geoff in a prearranged 

van headed for LAX.    

 Once at the airport I got one of those little cart things and piled on 6 pieces of luggage.  Check in at Vir-

gin America was quick and smooth and finally I could forget about 4 pieceséé...my total cost to fly my 

luggage home was $30.  I had researched these costs and that is why I 

chose Virgin America and a 1st class ticket.  Considering that with 1st class 

I got 2 bags free it only cost me an extra $80 and this deluxe treatment 

was a fitting way to end this trip.  The flight was wonderful and I was home  

at Sea-Tac airport by 6:15!  It was very good to see my daughter and give 

her a big hug. 



Oh myé...I have been unpacking for days now.  Everything is out of my 

suitcases and they are ready to be put away.  But the STUFF I collected 

along the way.  Where or where do I PUT all this STUFF!  I gave a lot of it 

away as it was intended for my family and a few friendsé..but there is still 

a lot here. 

I acquired turtles from around the worldé..I guess 

that adventure swimming with the turtle really got to 

me! The turtle symbolizes longevity, inner knowl-

edge & positive energy. 

I collected money from 

every country as a sou-

venir.  

What happened to the vow I made to ñnever buy 

another T-Shirtò?? 

Mostly inexpensive stuffé..and couple of nice things. 


